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M PATRICIA URQUIOLA

If a single thread weaves through Patricia
Urquiola’s designs, it is her focus on the :
end user’s state of mind. “People are look- !
ing for mental comfort,” says the Spanish |

archirect and designer. * We have so much

stress and pressure thar we need lirrle plea- :
sures from the habitar in which we live
and work.” This idea is tangible in the soft
landings she considers essential in her seat- |
ing, even when the frame of a sofa or chair
is hard and angular, Tactile craftsmanship
is just as vital as comfort, whether on
hand-knorted rugs or in benches woven !

from plastic threads used in fish netting.

Urquiola embraces modularity because :
of its versatility for modern living. Her
first big success—the Lowland sofa for |
Moroso, in 2000—incorporated uphol- :
stered components such as a chaise and a
sofa that could be configured in multiple !
ways, “allowing you to create your per- |
sonal islanid,” she says. “It became the cen- |

ter of the house rather than just a sofa™

Before esrablishing her firm, Studio |
Urguiola, in Milan in 2001, the designer
worked for Achille Castigliond, Piero Lis-
soni (see page 84), and Vico Magistretti. |
Her work appears in the collections of
such companies as Baccarat (vases), Kvad-
rat {fabrics), Paola Lenn (crocheted rugs), :
Foscarini and Flos (lighting), and B&B Ita- :
lia (indoor and ourdeor furniture). B&B
chairman Giorgio Busnelli puts it this :
way: “What makes Parricia’s approach :
different,” he says, "is her ability to take :
inspiration from simple, daily things, rein- :

terpreting and enhancing them.”
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The CLARISSA HOOD CHAIR
for Morzso *k 2 piece investigating
& new ergonomics, says Lirquiola.
"It iz severe from the back side,
camfartable and soft from the
front” A limited-edition versian
{shown, §4,200 to £7 300}
has leather lacing in back.
212.334. 7222, wiiw.moroso it
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Im 2012, Lirquiola worked exter sively with the

TATOU PENDANTS AND FLOOR LAMPS [$445

bo 5995 to create what she calls "a visual tackility”

that achieves “a

passive light " 844358 78

The designer shaped the
VARIATIONS GLASSWARE

Baccarat’s 2012 collection
The glassware "introduced

ies” of glass
to the
cording

WW. DACCAraL conT

3% pelycarbonate-and-steel halogen

al effect with both active and

Urguisla’s CRINOLINE OUTDOOR CHAIR
For BAB Itala was an ir

introdwsction in 2008, The ¢

la chairman

mbining good craftsmanship with
strong persorality, emotions, and culbure’”

5008721697, www. bebitalia com

The HUSK SOFA for BB ltalia (price upon request), Urguiola’s newest additon to the company's line of indoor
and sutdoor furniture, comprises a number of structural cushions that allow for flaxibility in the decign’s back

and arms., The piece is available in two lengths, SNLS72, 1897, www.bebitalla.com
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